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_|FOIA(b)(7) - (D) ; TATE AGENCIES 


LViemora WO _ UNITED STATES Pye yt 


DATE. 
Director, |FBI (20G 429326) pate: 4/13/59 


ATION ctass. s zx. SA Jge 
REASON-PCIM If, 1. 
DATE OF REVIEF ZAK 


3/26/s9 pointed out that 
jaccording to infers mation deve, _by New York, STANLEY. 
. Nand his brother, RO 1 who lave iia identi-. 


and obvicuste friend, 5 
3 L_LUTH ead of the MIA, Negro orx aint 
Montgomery, Ala. fhe Bureau instructed that idtvestigation ‘be 
made in effort to determine how much control thé LEVISONS are 
exerting over KING and whether there is informatior i 
rs ‘ they have been lrg” Ore financial assistance, which = 
be considered placing KING in an obligatory status insofar= 
ke ‘he LEVISONS aye concerned. Bureau reque ested tha results 
of investigation be submitted the Bureau by letter no\later 
than 4/24/59, tog¢ther with recommendations from Mobile whether 
additional inve st4 anes is warranted ied MIA. £ 
EAp OF -MgniGor . 


| | : 3/31/59; 
| this regard. it should be added that this informant 


t is clear that the questions which need answering -- 
particularly the question of evaluating the degree of influence 
of the LEVISONS on KING ~- can only be answered by a source 
information whe, is either very se to KING or to the LEVI 
preferably KINGd j 
been raised previously with t 

ed RACIAL TT MON TG! 
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+ apo 8 PEE ES EES 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


MO 100-1483 


who, in addition to furnishing data concerning 
Communist matters at Montgomery, Ala., had been volunteering 
information concerning the MIA.) ¢, 


The only investigation which can be conducted other 
than the development of well-placed sources close to the top 
leadership in MIA, and which can be reasonably expected to 
produce pertinent and useful data, would be development of full 
information concerning the finances of the MIA, and of Reverend 
KING. In this connection the following has been done? 


Sergeant K. W. JONES, Detective, Montgomery Police 
Department, advised on 3/31/59 that during the bus boycott in 
Montgomery by the MIA in 1956, he attempted to develop informa~ 
tion concerning these matters. He found a personal checking 
account for Reverend KING at the First National Bank, Montgomery, 
Ala., and followed that account closely for several months. He 
said that no information of any value was received through this 
source because KING ge erg in this account only his salary 
from his church, and checked out only his regular, ordinary 
personal disbursements for rent, gas, lights, and the like. He 
ong fae account varied in its balance from approximately $400 
to ° 


Sergeant JONES said that he went to Atlanta, Ga., on 
learning that the MIA had its account at the Citizens Trust 
Company there. He found that the Citizens Trust Company is owned 
by Negroes, and has only Negro customers. He tried to get 


), told him 
G, SSRs, 


| get information concernin 
> MIA. is Trust Company, but that the 
icials of the bank refused to furnish any information except | 


Sergeant JONES said that late in 1956 the MIA opened — 
another account, at the Chase Manhattan Bank in New York City. 


2 
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MO 100-1483 


- AE, 
As he recalled, this account was opened with a deposit of 
100,000.00. Sergeant JONES said that no additional informa- 
tion was obtained from this account. He said that he did 
not believe that the matter was further investigated. 


Sergeant JONES indicated that the Montgomery Police 
Department conducted very exhaustive inquiries concerning the 
MIA, always alert for, and seeking any information which could 
connect the MIA with any subversive organization. He said, 
however, that although some sources with limited access to 
information concerning the MIA were developed, that no pertinent 
subversive data was ever developed. 


It should be pointed out that the Montgomery Police 
Department, under the direction of Police Commissioner CLYDE 
SELLERS, a member of the Montgomery County Citizens Council, 
and very igo advocate of racial segregation and white 
supremacy, would logically leave no effort unspent to develop 
any kind of unfavorable information about Reverend KING or 
about the MIA. It might also be pointed out that the Detective 
Squad of the Montgomery Police Department, under the direction 
of Captain EDWARD P. BROWN, NA, is considered an effective and 
efficient 7 and that they demonstrated their efficiency 
very dramatica ly in solving the infamous church bombings in 
Montgomery in 1957. . 


The development of the desired information, therefore, 
relating to anything of an "inside" nature concerning the MIA 
and its leadership, can be expected to be a@ considerable under= 
taking. It can be accomplished, but only by development of 
well-placed sources of information. It is paramount, also, 
considering the extnemely delicate nature of such a matter, 
that the source be absolutely discreet and completely trustworthy. 


course, no such undertaking will be initiat 
unless the Bureau so directs. In the absence of 
from the Montgomery scene,-the source would of gomplete necessity 
be a Negro, and no Montgomery Negro could be safely asked at 
this time for information about Reverend KING Di the working 
of the MIA, or its policies, or its financesJM#Without first 
establishing a completely loyal-to-the Burégli attitude in the 
person to be questioned, and without first Astablishing that the 
person has in the highest degree those attfibutes of a security 
informant, there would be no assurance that such a person would 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) ( u) 
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FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


MO 100-1483 


not wey advise Reyére 


inquiry had been 
made (“) op fo we fs 


o 


the 
and the specific Anterest that the Bureau would have in 


Reqhest of the Bureau 


Iy view of the newly developed information reflecting 
possible Communist influence on the President of MIA, the 
Bureau is respectfully requested to advise whether or not Mobile 
should undertake to develop background information concerning 
| Cd hwith a view to eventually developing him as a con- 
fidential source of information, it being understood that 
prevailing Bureau instructions will be fully complied with in 
this proce ss-€t-} 


The following other investigation is requested by 
the indicated offices: 


Atlanta 


Advise the Bureau whether or not the Atlanta Office 
has, or can develop, a source of information in the Citizens 
Trust Company, Atlanta, Ga., who could furnish information con- 
cerning the finances of the Montgomery Improvement Association, 
and if so, request the authority of the Bureau to contact or 
develop this source for that. purpose. 


New. York 


Advise the Bureau whether or not the New York Office 
has, or can develop, a source of information in the Chase Man- 
hattan Bank, New York City, who iid furnish information from 
the MIA account at that bank; and if so, request Bureau authority 
to contact or develop that source for that purpose. 


Through established sources, examine cancelled checks 
in the checking accounts of STANLEY and ROY LEVISON, to ascertain 


4 
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Uawil 


4 cur any checks have been tade out to, or endorsed by, 
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., or Reverend S._ Spee 7 
itive Secretary of the Mont ge z Tmprovement Association. 


Offices with leads mein this inquiry as ising of 
the utmost delicacy, and be accordingly guided. A i A 
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“frowem-©) == - Ir. O'Connor 


bile | on oy S159 


or, FRI (100-4 


The MIA jis a Negro organization — by Reverend Martin 
| Luther King, Jr., which organization condt ful 
_, boycott of buses Hy Negroes in Montgor 
28 active on>behalf ‘ro rights in that 
sareruatios _ y D. Levison, a he 


ing | as 6 a source of 
a determination can be 


Telson. wssidhen 

Belmont uw 

DeLoach 

MeGuire 

Mohr sca 

Porsone 

Rosen 

Teun nessa 

Trotter crs 

WC. Sullivan 

Tele. ‘ 
Hell : 
Gand TELETYPE UNIT 
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TO 


Montgomery Improvement Association. 


~@ = Mobile 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-429326) pate: 4/27/59 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-137838) 


Re Mobile letter, dated 4/13/59. 


byl “as seri T, MC GOVERN, Chase ee . 


Bank, 18 Pine St., (conceal) advised SA JAMES 
that his bank has no coe that the Montgomezy Improvement 
Association or MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. has or had opened 
an account with his bank. 


The NY case files of STANLEY and ROY LEVISON 
are being reviewed in an effort to ascertain the identity 
of the banks in which they have their accounts. 


When the banks are identified, arrangements will 
be made with che banks involved to monitor the r accounts. 


Checks issued on a monthly basis will be reviewed 
in order to ascertain whether any checks have been made or 
endorsed by captioned organization, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
or the Reverend 8.S.ASEAY, Executive Secretary of | the 


, 100-14 
1 = New York (100-137 ar 


JET: rma 
(5) 


Bureau ree 
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Re Bureau letter to Mobile 5/1/59. 


information pertaining tol —s—“‘(ir;‘é(éyW.CifiS Set for 


All information set forth hereinafter wag 


sources by letter designation. 


EDUCATION 


= Memphis (RM) REG a MAY 27 1059 


seeps 
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Pursuant to request in reBulet, the follows) ing 


B) records of Local Selective Service Board #72, made bs 
able by Clerk NETTIE v. BOLAND, 5/ 8/ 595 at Monts ery. 
Information set forth hereinafter will be attributed tp | 


MARITAL STATUS 
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ILITARY SERVICE 
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Name 
Address 


Race 
Sex 
D 


ee, re 
bees 
Someianion 
Marital status 


Immediate 
relatives 


med above, is a rediable and 
this office. Simil vor dgg 
ise proved discreg¢ 
ce. 


; “hanes a 
Contacts by thi, 


Copies of this lett eing furnished 
ei Louisville, and Mem with the request that 


® confidentic iT gciocs. 


in the reputation of 
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Coverage of these leads | ill be delayed for a wc. 
of one week to enable the Bur advise if this investi; 


tion not desired by these offi 


Bureau is respectfull: quested to go advise the 
offices if this investigation ne ot required, 
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Se ee es 


STA, 28 GOVER 


DIRECTOR, FBI (1 we | (6/ 


SAC, NEW YORK (100 


On 4/30/59, and 5/28 
anufacturers Trust Co. 
)»made ava ee the ce 


ations alee: which st is a 


Park Management Co, 
Atlantic Coast Realty Corp. 


A review of these cheeks re 
to, or dndorsed by MARTIN LUTHER KING, . 
SEAY, Executive Secretary, Montgomery Im 


4730 east and 5/28/59, Mr. 

Exchange ok t., and York Ave., NYC 
available the cancelled checks for the of 
1959, respectively, in the joint account of PEAI 
(LEVISON), 529 East 85th St., NYC. 


STANLEY LEVISON's ac has been monitored pel 
nee approximately t le of the yeor 1953. 
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z 57838 


coro J addition the pank accounts ef the corporations  .- 
or companies with which the L SON 3 have been affiliated, 

sn monitored periodic ring the course of the — 
rations of STANLEY an “VISON, and a review oe ee 
meelled checks fails — lect that any of the checks 
“made to or endorsed by K. -SEAY. 


wade with the above banks to 
AANLEY and ROY LEVISON, the~ 
— Coast Realty corporation 


Arrangements have bee 
review ‘the cancelléd checks 0! 


Park Management Company, and the 
for the month of June, 1959. 


The results of the review of these checks will be 
furnished to thé Bureau and Mobile upon completion of this review. 
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fF SINDK7) = (D) 
INIKED STATES GOVERNMENT 
IRECTOR, FBI (100-¥ 


SAC, CLEVELAND 


Re Moblle letter /co 


The following Inves) igation was conducted 
Ohio: . 


On June 8/ 1959, Mr. WALTER BOLL, Clevel. 
Credit Men's Company, Cleveland, Ohio, advise 
QUIS V,/SEEKJNS that,  .  -—-—s_—s_—— 
| __—Ssdfhad no credit record with his company. 


On June 4, 5/and/18, 1959, the Cleveland Polick 
t's Bureau of Special Investigations, denti- 
and Record Room, respectively, \advised 
iS that there was no record for|_| 


The following ¢onfidential informants who are familiar 
with some phases of Communist Party and related 
subversive activities in the Cleveland Division were 
contacted with negative results: 


DATE 
6-9-59 
6-12-59 
kK 6-4-59 
6-18-59 
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SOURCE 
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CIA(by(7) -(D) 


DATE 
6-11-59 
6-10-59 
6-6-59 
6-9-59 
6-10-59 


AGENT CONTACTING 


SA EDWIN B. BIRNEY 


GV 100-24106 
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2ECTOR, FBI (100-429 
, NEW YORK (100-137 


MMUNIST INFILTRATION | 
a a Bac tec 


 ReNYlet dated 6/5/59. 


On 6/30/59, MISS ROSALIE ALT, Chief Clerk, Manufacturer 
Co.,43rd St. and Sth Ave., NYC, (conceal) made oe 
ble the cancelled cheeks for the month of June, 1959, 

in > accounts of STANLEY D. LE ON, 6 East 39th St., NYC, 
and the following corporations with which he is affiliated: 
PARK MANAGEMENT CO. & ATLANTIC COAST REALTY CORP. 


Ba 


A review of these checks reflected that none were made 
to, or endorsed by MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., or the REVEREND 
S.S. SEAY, Executive Secretary, Montgomery Improvement 
Association. 


On 6/30/59, MR. HOGANCAMP, Chemical Corn eg Bank, 
« ) 86th St. and York Ave., NYC, (conceal) made available the 
* eamcelled checks for the month of June, 1959, in the joint 
: ot of PEARL and ROY BENNETT (LEVISON), 529 E. 85th St., 
NYC. j , 


A review of these checks reflected that none were made 
to, or endorsed by KING or SEAY. 


Unless the Mobile office makes a request to the contrary 
the NYO is discontinuing the monitoring of the above accounts. y/ 


e 


Inasmuch as there 1s no further investigation to be 


conducted by the NYO, this case is being RUC'ed. }. 


7 ae 


ureau {190 -Aggaee) (RM) 
te (100-1483) (RM) 
y York (100-137838) gy 


ct) 18 JUL 8 1959 


Siow 
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wr. O'Conno 


: esires at this time no furthe) 
active investigat n concerning captioned matter, your 
case should be closed. 


NOTE ON YELLOW: Stanley D. Levison, a\ heavy Cohte inater fo the 
Communist Party secret reserve fund, has been very friend1ly with 
and obviously a close associate of Reverend Martin Luth 
who heads sup tioned Organization. It was our original 
determine how much influence Levison hag over King, if 
ever, Mobile has no active ce who could ees us 
z information if it did : uest Lu ‘ 


we have\ no assurance 
1d not capitalize upon the UES: pont te lence in him 
uch contact with King. he 
ibtedly cause embarra 
or eration is Peed. { 


Jolson seed 
Belmont 08 oo 
DebLooch. 


1 Mohe 


Parsons coun. 
Roser 
TOM coc. 
‘Trotter 
WC. Sullivan 


Lo Teles Reem 
| Holloman 


| Gandy soc : 
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FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


Lemorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


"Director, FBI (100-429326) 


SAC, Mobile (100-1483) RES 
DATE OF 


_« COMMUNIST...INFILTRATION OF. THE... wie WY BO2\ VELL aan 
{/ MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIAT{oN “""*" * ais: 
Is «= ¢ me j “PSCLASS OF ne 


Re Bureau letter dated 6/5/59,/ Mobile letter date\ 
‘5/22/59, Louisville letter to Mobile dated 6/22/59, and 
‘Memphis letter to Mobile dated 6/22/59. 


' Referenced Louisville communication and Memphis 

' gommunieation reflect handling of inve@stigation requested i 
referenced Mobile letter (record and indices checks), and. \ /\ / 
reflect no additional information corcerningL____ SV 


se voluntarily 
Stated that he thought that|L___ would be more likely than] _i 
iL ito understand the proper and legitimate 
| interest of the Buxeau in certain aspects of the racial situation 
in this area, and in\the potential the situation offers. to 
iz] subversive elements, Ww is believed that | |can be contacted 
ay | tactfully and disecreetly\without incurring any\substantial| risk 
\/3\ of embarrassment to the Buxeau. The advantages\ of such a pource 
AK) of information concerning the subject matter captioned in this 
NK Letter as well as in the matter captioned Racial\Situation 
_fX| “Montgomery, Alabama, are obvious, and very_considerable. 
Wi Accordingly, it is my recommendatien that|_ be \contactef. 
The Bureauts authority for this action is requeatew. oo 


2 I It would appear desirable in She initial approacl 
a td __| e.explain to him the Bureauts jOxisdictiok and interest 
mw © in individuals~and groups who advocate force and viplence fin 
oA 3 violation of Federat~law. Through this approach the sonversa- 


4 tion can be directed to the Klan, which in recent months has 
a §(2~ Bureau (RM) (AM) ERI - 
= in 2 a ae Mob Py. perme 7 ee / 


42 JUL 10 1959 
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|FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 


id intimidating Negroes by shooting marbles 
i¢shots\and severely beating Negroes who 
ke located in a public park near 
dior vill have strong feelings against 
these tactics bding used by the Klan against Negroes and may 
readily volunteer/to furnish specific information, coming to 
f this nature, promptly to the Bureau. 


should respond to this approach and should, 
because of his position, be able to furnish valuable informa- 
has acquired a sufficient degree of confi- 
dence and trust in the contacting Agent, the conversation 
could then be enlarged to include such matters as subversive 
associations of Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING and plans of MIA 
regarding school integration at Montgomery. @-y" ~~~ 


The Bureau's observations to this approach are 


solicited 5 (4) 
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STANDARD PORM-NO. 64 


Office Memora.dum + ow 


Dele ae DIRECTOR, FBI (100-429326) DATE: 4/15/59 : 


HED STATE. GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


(26 sac, MOBILE (100-1483 


p 


ae -~ COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
(D MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT |ASSOCIATION. 
TNTERNAL SECURITY =O 


ae Re Mobile letter, 7/9/59, and Cleveland letter, 7/1/59. 
In re Mobile letters, mention of re Cleveland 

letter was inadver 3 It is noted that re Cleve- 

land letter contains me add onal details of background ~ 

data concerningL_____——/ ~— rd but no unfavorable data 

not previously set forth in/Mobile letter, 5/22/59, to Bureau. 

Cleveland letter contains no information which in any way 

alters Mobile recommendatigns stated in re Mobile letter, 

7/9/59. Those recommendations still stand and the Bureau's 

authority to contactL__ fis awaited, as well as the Bu- 

reauts views on the proposed manner of initial contact as 

set forth in re Mobile letter. 
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Tolson 
Belmont 
DeLoach 
McGuire - 
Mohr- 
Parsons 

en 
Tamm 
Trotter 


W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Holloman 


The Washington Post and 
Times Herald 
The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star So "a 
New York Herald Tribune 
New York J ournal- “American 
New York Mirror = 
New York Daily News , 
New York Post d 
The New York Times . 
The Worker 
The New Leader 
The Walk Street Journal 
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RE: BERNARD 8S. LEE V. CLARENCE M, KELLY, ET AL, 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial/ x pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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